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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7-12 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Parry (Pub. No. US 2003/0217124 A1). 

With respect to claims 1 and 17, Parry teaches a method and a network 
computer system including a printing device (110) comprising an inputting component 
(inherent component for receiving input information from the remote computer through 
the network system) which allows a user to manually inputs access requirements to 
setting information set in the printing device (paragraph [0018-0019]) and a notification 
component (paragraph [0024]) which sends notification of the inputted access 
requirement information to an associated administrator's computer or a predetermined 
administrator's terminal that has been predetermined in the printing device (see Fig. 1 
and paragraph [0010-0024]). With respect to the recitation "an inputting component 
which allows a user to manually inputs access requirement" (claim 1) and "manually 
inputting access requirements to setting information set in the printing device" (claim 
17), Parry teach that a user that associated with a remote computer (190) must be 
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authorized (must input a proper user's identification) in order to sent an upgrade 
firmware for setting information in the printing device (110) and the server (112) in the 
printing device (110) determines a proper user's identification upon allowing the printing 
device receives an upgrade firmware from a remote computer (paragraph [0025-0027]). 
In view of the above teaching, it is clear to one of skill in the art that when the user enter 
or manually input a user's identification or input access requirement using a keyboard, 
the user's identification is sending to the input component of the printing device; thus 
this teaching meet the recitation of "an inputting component which allows a user to 
manually inputs access requirement" and "manually inputting access requirements to 
setting information set in the printing device" as recited in claims 1 and 17. 

With respect to claims 2 and 18, Parry teaches a printing device (110) 
comprising memory component for storing the setting information and also components 
that allowing the update or upgrade information to be access and storing into the 
memory component of the printing device and a notification component that notifies the 
administrator's terminal when the update information or the setting information is stored 
in the memory component of the printing device (see paragraph [0017-0019] and 
[0024]). In view of this teaching, it is clear that the above teaching by Parry meet the 
limitation of claims 2 and 18. 

With respect to claim 3, see paragraph [0024] of Parry that teaches the printing 
device 110 including the determination means for determine the receiving information 
from the external device is an upgrade information or not and sending notification to the 
administrator terminal of the received information which is determined by the 
determination means. 
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With respect to claims 4 and 12, see paragraph [0024] of Parry that teaches the 
printing device 1 1 0 including the memory means (111) for storing the upgraded 
information. In view of the above teaching by Parry, it is clear to one of skill in the art 
that the storing of the upgraded information in the memory means meet the limitation of 
claims 4 and 12. 

With respect to claim 5, see paragraph [0024] of Parry that teaches the 
notification component is an e-mail message. 

With respect to claims 7 and 15, see paragraphs [0006, 0018 and 0024] of Parry 
that teaches the setting information is at least one of a network setting and a printing 
condition setting. 

With respect to claims 8 and 16, see paragraphs [0017- 0019] of Parry that 
teaches the access to the setting information is for at least one of changing the setting 
information and referring to the setting information. 

With respect to claims 9 and 19, Parry teaches a method and a network 
computer system including a printing device (110) comprising an inputting component 
(inherent component for receiving input information from the remote computer through 
the network system) which allows a user to manually inputs access requirements to 
setting information set in the printing device (paragraph [0018-0019]) and a memory or 
receding device (111) for recording access requirement information (see Fig. 1 and 
paragraph [0010-0024]). With respect to the recitation "an inputting component which 
allows a user to manually inputs access requirement" (claim 9) and "manually inputting 
access requirements to setting information set in the printing device" (claim 19), Parry 
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teach that a user that associated with a remote computer (190) must be authorized 
(must input a proper user's identification) in order to sent an upgrade firmware for 
setting information in the printing device (110) and the server (112) in the printing device 
(110) determine a proper user's identification upon allowing the printing device receives 
an upgrade firmware from a remote computer (paragraph [0025-0027]). In view of the 
above teaching, it is clear to one of skill in the art that when the user enter or manually 
input a user's identification or input access requirement using a keyboard, the user's 
identification is sending to the input component of the printing device; thus this teaching 
meet the recitation of "an inputting component which allows a user to manually inputs 
access requirement" and "manually inputting access requirements to setting information 
set in the printing device" as recited in claims 9 and 19. 

With respect to claims 10 and 20, Parry teaches a printing device (110) 
comprising memory component for storing the setting information and components that 
allowing the update or upgrade information to be access and stored into the memory 
component of a printing device (see paragraph [0017-0019]). In view of this teaching, it 
is clear that the above teaching by Parry meet the limitation of claims 10 and 20. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , see paragraph [0024] of Parry that teaches the printing 
device 110 including the determination means for determine the receiving information 
from the external device is an upgrade information or not and recording or storing the 
received upgrade information in the memory means (1 1 ) which is determined by the 
determination means. 
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With respect to claim 14, see paragraphs [0024] of Parry that teaches a 
notification component which sends notification of the inputted access requirement 
information to an associated administrator's computer or a predetermined 
administrator's terminal that has been predetermined in the printing device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Parry as 
applied to claims 1-5, 7-12 and 14-20 above, and in view of Yamunachari et al. (US # 
5,822,534). 

With respect to claim 6, Parry teaches all the limitation as explained above, 
except for the use of the notification component is an MIB. 

Yamunachari et al. teach the use of a network manager MIB to notify the 
operator with information that alters certain variable in the printer (col. 1). 

In view of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one of skill in the art to 
modify the device of Parry to include the network manager MIB as taught by 
Yamunachari et al. so that operator can be properly notifying by the MIB system when 
information has been altered in the printing system. 
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5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Parry as 
applied to claims 1-5, 7-12 and 14-20 above, and in view of Tajima (JP 07-256948. 

With respect to claim 13, Parry teaches all the limitation as explained above, 
except for the limitation of "a display component ... displayed" (lines 2-3 of claim 13). 

Tajima teaches a printing apparatus including a display unit or a display 
component (3) for displaying the setting functions of the printing data stored in the buffer 
means (see the abstract of Tajima). 

In view of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one of skill in the art to 
modify the device of Parry to include the display unit for displaying the setting functions 
of the printing data stored in the buffer means as taught by Tajima so that to allow the 
operator to be able to view the recorded or stored setting information relative to the 
printing device on the display. 

Response to Arguments 

6- Applicant's arguments filed October 28, 2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

With respect to the independent claims 1, 9, 17 and 19, the Applicant has 
argued that Parry fails to disclose or teach the features of "an inputting component 
which allows a user to manuallv input access requirements to setting an information set 
in the printing device" and "manually inputting access requirements to setting 
information set in the printing device". The Examiner respectfully disagrees with the 
Applicant's opinion because as explained in the rejection above that the printing device 
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of Parry comprising an inputting component (inherent component for receiving input 
information from the remote computer through the network system) and in order for the 
user to sent or input information to the printing device, the user must enter or manually 
input a proper user's identification or access requirement using the keyboard of the 
computer (inherent feature) and this information (user's identification) is received by the 
printing device through an input component to determine a proper authorization of the 
remote computer before receiving an upgrade firmware (see paragraph [0024-0028]). 
In view of the above teaching, it is clear to one of skill in the art that a user is manually 
inputting a proper user's identification or access requirement to setting information set in 
the printing device through an input component in the printing device. It is also noted 
that Parry teaches the input component of the printing device (110) is connected to the 
network system (100) and the remote computer (190), therefore, it is clear to one of skill 
in the art that when the user manually enter or input information (user's identification) on 
the remote computer (190), this information will transmits to the printing device through 
an inputting component. Thus, the above teaching by Parry met the recitation of "an 
inputting component which allows a user to manuallv input access requirements to 
setting an information set in the printing device" and "manually inputting access 
requirements to setting information set in the printing device as recited in claims 1, 17, 9 
and 19. 

With respect to the dependent claims 2-8, 10-16, 18 and 20, since the Applicant 
does not provided any particular argument for the above dependent claims. Therefore, 
these dependent claims are stands or fails with the dependent claims. 
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7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh H Chau whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2156. The examiner can normally be reached on M - TH 9:30AM - 8:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew H Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



MHC 

January 06, 2005 




